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Education 

2008 – 2011 PhD in Sociology, University of Bamberg, Germany.  
Member of the Graduate School “Markets and Social Systems in Europe”  
Thesis: “National Identity Change in Germany” (defended on 29 July 2011). 
Summa Cum Laude (Committee: Professor Richard Münch, Professor Thomas 
Gehring). 

09/2009 – 05/2010 Visiting Scholar at the Institute for the Study of Human Rights at Columbia 
University, New York, USA.  

2000 – 2005 German Diploma (equivalent to BA plus MA) in Eastern European Cultural 
Studies, University of Passau, Germany. 
Diploma Thesis: “Everyday Life and Feeling Alien in East Prussia after 1945” 

09/2002 - 02/2003 Visiting Research Student at the Adam-Mickiewicz-University, Poznań, Poland. 



Postdoctoral Experience 

Maternity Leaves: 04/2012-12/2013 and 08/2015-12/2016 (total of 35 months)  

From 02/2020 Lecturer (Akademische Rätin) at Passau University, Chair of Sociology  

10/2014 – 01/2020 Lecturer (Akademische Rätin auf Zeit) at Göttingen University, Institute of 
Sociology, Göttingen, Germany (Department III Cultural Sociology, Professor 
Matthias Koenig), from 08/2015-12/2016 on Maternity Leave  

(https://www.uni-goettingen.de/en/494650.html) 

 

01/2014 – 09/2014 Research Fellow of the German Research Foundation (DFG) in London, UK 
(Affiliated with Monika Krause, PhD, Department of Sociology, Goldsmiths’ 
College, University of London) 

 

01/2012 – 09/2014 Lecturer (Wissenschaftliche Mitarbeiterin) at Bamberg University, Department 
of Social Sciences, Bamberg, Germany (Chair for Sociological Theory and 
Comparative Macrosociology, Professor Richard Münch), from 04/2012 – 
09/2014 on Maternity Leave 

(www.uni-bamberg.de/en/soz2/) 

 

08/2007 – 03/2008 Research Associate (Wissenschaftliche Mitarbeiterin) at Passau University, 
Department of Philosophy, Passau, Germany (Chair for Sociology, Professor 
Maurizio Bach). 

 

Non-Academic Professional Experience 

04/2011 – 12/2011 Project Officer at Eurice (European Research and Project Office), 
Saarbrücken, Germany. 

Coordination and Administration of EU Funded Research Projects (FP7). 

(www.eurice.eu) 

10/2005 – 09/2007 Manager of ”Perspektive Osteuropa [Eastern European Chances]” at Passau 
University, Germany. 

Conceptualization, Organization and Realization of Public Events Focusing on 
Eastern Europe.  

(www.uni-passau.de/perspektive-osteuropa) 

Fellowships, Awards, and Grants 

2014-2015 Postdoctoral Research Stipend by the German Research Foundation (DFG) for 
a Research Stay in London, UK. 
Awarded full stipend for the duration of 12 months with possibility of extension 
(39.816 respectively 79.632 Euro). 



2009/2010 Foreign Exchange Scholarship of the German Research Foundation (DFG) for 
a Research Stay at the Institute for the Study of Human Rights at Columbia 
University New York. 
Awarded full stipend for the duration of nine months (top up of 11.700 Euro on 
the doctoral fellowship).  

2008-2011 Doctoral Fellowship of the German Research Foundation (DFG). 
Awarded full stipend based on academic merit and quality of the research 
proposal for the duration of three years (39.708 Euro). 

2006 Fellowship of the German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD). 
Awarded full tuition reimbursement and stipend for participation in the summer 
school ‘Ukrainian Culture and Language’ at Ivan-Franko-University, Lviv, 
Ukraine. 

2003 Fellowship of the Socrates Comenius Program. 
Awarded stipend for a 3-month social work project with disabled pupils at a 
primary school in Racibórz, Poland.  

2002-2003 Fellowship of the German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD). 
Awarded full tuition reimbursement and stipend for a semester abroad in 
Poznań, Poland based on academic merit for the duration of six months. 

 



Publications  

Book 

2012 “Nationale Identität im Wandel. Deutscher Intellektuellendiskurs zwischen 
Tradition und Weltkultur“ [National Identity Change. German Intellectual 
Discourse In-between Tradition and World Culture]. Wiesbaden: VS Verlag. 

 

Journal Articles (* peer reviewed; **SSCI-ranked) 

2019** “Giving Back to the World, the Nation, and the Family: Young Elite 
Cosmopolitans and Their Notions of Solidarity”. In Young. Online First. doi: 
10.1177/1103308818817633 

2018** “Exploring Disjuncture: Elite Students’ Use of Cosmopolitanism”. In Identities: 
Global Studies in Culture and Power. Online First. doi: 
10.1080/1070289X.2018.1441691 

2018** "Mass-Mediated Discourse on Emotion and the Feeling Rules it Conveys: The 
Case of the Sarrazin Debate". In Current Sociology. Online First. doi: 
10.1177/0011392117751574 

2018** (with Florian Töpfl) "Targeting dominant publics: How counterpublic 
commenters align their efforts with mainstream news". In New Media & Society 
20(5), 2011-2027. 

2015** (with Florian Töpfl) "Public Spheres in Interaction: Comment Sections of News 
Websites as Counterpublic Spaces".  In Journal of Communication 65(3), 465-
488. 

2015** “Claiming the Nation for the People. The Dynamics of Representative Claim-
Making in Public Discourse about National Identity and Integration”. In Nations 
& Nationalism. 21(1), 83-101. 

2013* “Latent but Not Less Powerful: The Holocaust as an Argumentative Resource 
in German National Identity Discourse”. In German Politics & Society 31(3), 1-
26. 

 

Other Publications 

2017  Journal Article: "Ein deutsches Jahrzehnt? Der deutsche Identitätsdiskurs als 
ein Happy End unter Vorbehalt [A German Decade? German National Identity 
Discourse as a Happy End Under Reverse]". In Indes 6(3), 83-92. 

2009 Book Chapter: “Zu den Voraussetzungen kultureller Grenzüberschreitung. Die 
Briefe der Ermländerin Marta Hermanowska aus den Jahren 1945-1952 in der 
Perspektive von Alfred Schütz' Überlegungen zum Fremden [Crossing Cultural 
Borders. The Letters of Marta Hermanowska from 1945-1952 in the 
Perspective of Alfred Schütz’ Essay on the Alien]”. In D. Gräf & V. Schmöller 



(Eds.), Grenzen. Konstruktionen und Bedeutungen (pp. 87-110). Passau: 
Verlag Karl Stutz. 

 

Conference Papers, Presentations, and Invited Talks 

September 28, 2018 Panel Organizer together with Nils Witte and Sabine Trittler at the 39th 
Conference of the German Sociological Association (DGS) on “Symbolic 
Boundaries in the Perception of Immigrants” 

September 28, 2018 “The perception of symbolic boundaries among three groups of Germans of 
migrant background in Hamburg” Paper presented at the 39th Conference of 
the German Sociological Association (DGS) 

June 28, 2018 Discussant at the Workshop Ask the Experts? Positionalities of researchers 
and public figures of migrant background in European debates about 
immigration at the MPI MMG Göttingen, Germany. 

August 31, 2017 “’Give back to my parents, and give back to the world’: Notions of solidarity 
among cosmopolitan elite students”. Paper presented at the 13th Conference of 
the European Sociological Association, Athens, Greece. 

August 23, 2015 “Inappropriate Offended-ness and No Alternative to German Angst—Emotion 
Discourse as Symbolic Boundary Work”. Paper presented at the American 
Sociological Association’s Annual Conference in Chicago, USA. 

July 1, 2015 “Emotionsdiskurse als symbolische Grenzarbeit—das Beispiel der Sarrazin-
Debatte [Emotion Discourse and Symbolic Boundary-Work—the Example of 
the Sarrazin Debate]”. Paper presented at the Colloquium of the Institute of 
Sociology at Georg-August-Universität Göttingen, Germany.  

May 8, 2015 “Von unangebrachter Rücksichtnahme und  
deutschen Ängsten: Eine Analyse des Emotionsdiskurses in der 
Sarrazindebatte [About Inappropriate Thoughtfulness and German Angst: An 
Analysis of the Sarrazin Debate’s Discourse on Emotion]“. Paper presented at 
the Conference Migration und Macht [Migration and Power] organized by the 
Section Migration and Ethnic Minorities (German Sociological Association) at 
the MPI MMG Göttingen, Germany. 

April 10, 2014 “Latent but Not Less Significant. The Holocaust as an Argumentative Resource 
in German National Identity Discourse”. Paper presented at the Annual 
Conference of the AGS (Association for German Studies in Great Britain and 
Ireland) at the University of Manchester, UK. 

April, 2014 “Representing Ordinary Claims About National Belonging. The Public 
Controversy Concerning Thilo Sarrazin’s Book Germany Does Away with Itself 
and the Reconfiguration of German National Identity Discourse.” Paper to be 
presented at the 24th Annual ASEN (Association for the Study of Ethnicity and 
Nationalism) Conference at the London School of Economics and Political 
Science, UK. 



December 17, 2013 “Vom ‘deutschen Volk’ zur weltoffenen Nation? Nationale Identität als 
Gegenstand öffentlicher Debatten [From the German Volk to a Cosmopolitan 
Nation? National Identity and Public Debates]“. Invited Talk at the Seminar 
Umgang mit Migration und kultureller Vielfalt. Gestern – Heute – Morgen 
[Coping With Migration and Cultural Diversity in Past, Present and Future] at 
PH Schwäbisch-Gmünd, Germany.  

October 8, 2010 “Nationale Identität im Wandel. Vom Historikerstreit bis zur Debatte über 
deutsche Leitkultur“ [National Identity Change. From the Historians’ Debate to 
the Debate about German Leitkultur]“. Paper presented at a workshop 
organized by Stefanie Klein, André Ortiz, and Eunike Piwoni on Region und 
Nation - Neuere Entwicklungen und deren Rahmenbedingungen [Region and 
Nation – Latest Developments and Their Conditions] at Bamberg University, 
Bamberg, Germany. 

September 13, 2010 “Nationale Identität im Wandel. Deutscher Intellektuellendiskurs zwischen 
Tradition und Weltkultur [National Identity Change. German Intellectual 
Discourse In-between Tradition and World Culture]”. Paper presented at the 
International Interdisciplinary Graduate Students’ Research Colloquium at Villa 
Vigoni, Loveno di Menaggio, Italy. A conference review is available here. 

May 10, 2010 “Konzepte der Nation im deutschen Intellektuellendiskurs. Vom Historikerstreit 
bis zur Leitkulturdebatte [Concepts of Nationhood in German Intellectual 
Discourse. From the Historians’ Debate to the Debate about German 
Leitkultur]”. Presentation at the First Congress of German Area Studies’ 
Researchers at the Willy Brandt Center for German and European Studies at 
Wrocław University, Wrocław, Poland. 

May 9, 2009 "National Identity Change in Germany and World Polity“. Paper presented at a 
Seminar with John W. Meyer (Stanford University) on Institutional Perspectives 
on Actorhood, Organizations and World Polity, Luzern, Switzerland. 

March 20, 2009 "National Identity Change in Germany”. Presentation at the conference 
Constructing National Identity. Personal and National Identity in the XXI 
Century, Warsaw, Poland. 

February 20, 2009 "Deutsches Nationsverständnis im Wandel - zwischen Tradition und Weltkultur 
[German Nationhood in Flux – In-between Tradition and World Culture]“. Paper 
presented at the Annual Colloquium for Historical Polity, Kassel, Germany.  

February 10, 2009  “A 'New Patriotism'? National Identity Change in Germany”. Paper presented at 
the conference End of Messages? The State of the Dialogue between History 
and Sociology, Annual Seminar of the Bielefeld Graduate School in History and 
Sociology, Bielefeld, Germany. 

 
Teaching Experience 

Since 2014 Supervision of BA- and MA-Theses at the Institute of Sociology at Göttingen 
University 

2019/20 Göttingen University, Institute of Sociology. 
Seminar for Graduate Students: The Sociology of Emotions [Soziologie der 
Emotionen] 



2019 Göttingen University, Institute of Sociology. 
Seminar for Undergraduate Students: Classic Sociological Theory [Die 
Klassiker der Soziologie und ihre Theorien] 
Seminar for Undergraduate Students: Classic Sociological Theory [Die 
Klassiker der Soziologie und ihre Theorien] 

2018/19 Göttingen University, Institute of Sociology. 
Seminar for Undergraduate Students: Modern Sociological Theory [Moderne 
Soziologische Theorie] 
Seminar for Undergraduate Students: Modern Sociological Theory [Moderne 
Soziologische Theorie] 

2018 Göttingen University, Institute of Sociology. 
Seminar for Undergraduate Students: Exemplary Studies in Cultural Sociology 
[Exemplarische Studien der Kultursoziologie] 
Seminar for Undergraduate Students: Classic Sociological Theory [Die 
Klassiker der Soziologie und ihre Theorien] 

2017/18 Göttingen University, Institute of Sociology. 
Seminar for Undergraduate Students: Modern Sociological Theory [Moderne 
Soziologische Theorie] 
Seminar for Undergraduate Students: Modern Sociological Theory [Moderne 
Soziologische Theorie] 

2017 Göttingen University, Institute of Sociology. 
Seminar for Graduate Students: Current Trends in Cultural Sociology [Aktuelle 
Trends der Kultursoziologie] 
Seminar for Undergraduate Students: Exemplary Studies in Cultural Sociology 
[Exemplarische Studien der Kultursoziologie] 

2015 Göttingen University, Institute of Sociology. 
Seminar for Graduate Students: Current Trends in Cultural Sociology [Aktuelle 
Trends der Kultursoziologie] 
Seminar for Undergraduate Students: Classic Sociological Theory [Die 
Klassiker der Soziologie und ihre Theorien] 

2014/15 Göttingen University, Institute of Sociology. 
Seminar for Graduate Students: The Sociology of Cosmopolitanism (in 
English) 
Seminar for Undergraduate Students: Einführung in die Soziologie 
[Introduction to Sociology] 

2012 Bamberg University, Department of Social Sciences, (Chair for Sociological 
Theory and Comparative Macrosociology). 
Seminar for Graduate Students: Zwischen Flaggentaumel und Sarrazin. Nation 
und nationale Identität im Wandel [Changing Concepts of the Nation and 
National Identity] 
Seminar for Undergraduate Students: Zwischen Flaggentaumel und Sarrazin. 
Nation und nationale Identität im Wandel [Changing Concepts of the Nation 
and National Identity] 



2007/08 University of Passau, Department of Philosophy, (Chair for Sociology). 
Seminar for Undergraduate Students: Patriotismus als Identitätskonzept 
[Patriotism as a Concept for National Identity]  
Seminar for Undergraduate Students: Kultursoziologie [Cultural Sociology] 

2006/07 University of Passau, Department of Philosophy (Chair for Sociology). 
Seminar for Undergraduate Students: Öffentlichkeit und Kommunikation [The 
Public Sphere and Communication] 
Seminar for Undergraduate Students: Sport und Soziologie [Sports and 
Sociology] 

 


